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(Joys & Concerns)
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Welcome, Announcements

*Songs of Christmas

Infant Holy

No. 229

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing, Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing, Noels are ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all!
Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you!
Love Came Down at Christmas
Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas; star and angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, Love divine;
worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for sacred sign?
Love shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine;
love to God and all men, love for plea and gift and sign.
*Greet one another as friends in Christ

No. 242
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*Call to Worship
Sing to the Lord a new song.
THE LORD HAS DONE MARVELOUS THINGS!
The Lord has made known his Messiah.
THE LORD HAS REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE WITH LOVE.
Congregational Prayer (in unison)
Lord we thank you for time which is now past, for happy times we enjoyed and even for
difficult times which prepared us for the present. We thank you for time yet to come, for
opportunities and possibilities and for time to change and for time to correct past mistakes.
We thank you for the gift of time and pray for you to teach us how to use our time creatively
and in your service until time shall be no more and we are in your presence forever, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Silent Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer
Young Disciples Time
*Hymn

Let All Things Now Living

#2008

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving
to God the creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
who guides us and leads to the end of our days.
God’s banners fly o'er us; God’s light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.
The law God enforces, the stars in their courses
and sun in its orbit obediently shine;
the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,
the deeps of the ocean proclaim the divine.
We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration a song let us raise,
till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:
To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise!
Scripture
41

Luke 2: 41-52

The Boy Jesus in the Temple

Now it was the practice of his parents to go to Jerusalem every year for the Passover festival; 42 and when
he was twelve, they made the pilgrimage as usual. 43 When the festive season was over and they set off for
home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know of this; 44 but supposing that he
was with the party they travelled for a whole day and only then did they begin looking for him among their
friends and relations. 45 When they could not find him they returned to Jerusalem to look for him; 46 and
after three days they found him sitting in the temple surrounded by the teachers, listening to them and
putting questions; 47 and all who heard him were amazed at his intelligence and the answers he gave.
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His parents were astonished to see him there, and his mother said to him, ‘My son, why have you treated
us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.’ 49 ‘Why did you search for me?’ he
said. Did you not know that I was bound to be in my Father’s house?’ 50 But they did not understand what
he meant. 51 Then he went back with them to Nazareth, and continued to be under their authority; his
mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 52 As Jesus grew he advanced in wisdom and in favor with
God and men.
The Word of God for the people of God.
THANKS BE TO GOD!

Message
Pastoral Prayer
*Doxology/Presentation of Gifts No. 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up lifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
*Hymn

Star-Child

#2095

Star Child, earth Child, go-between of God, love Child, Christ Child, heaven's lighting rod,
Refrain: This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone,
everyone alive!
Street child, beat child, no place left to go, hurt child, used child, no one wants to know,
Refrain
Grown child, old child, memory full of years, sad child, lost child, story told in tears,
Refrain
Spared child, spoiled child, having, wanting more, wise child, faith child, knowing joy in
store, Refrain
Hope-for-peace Child, God's stupendous sign, down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that shine,
Refrain
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*Benediction
*Dismissal Hymn

Blest Be the Tie that Binds

No. 557 vs 1

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the fellowship of kindred minds is like
to that above.

Thank you for joining us. Have a blessed Christmas.
ATTENDANCE December 19 – 51
Y-T-D Expenses Through November
Y-T-D Income Through November
November Income Received
Wkly Ave Income Rcvd (Last 4 wks.)

Actual Received
$85,895
$81,578
$8,098
$3,499

Budgeted Need
$100,976
$100,833
$9,175
$2,117

MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS:
Pastor Harold Werley 712/873-3555 haroldew@hotmail.com
Pastor Sheryl Ashley 712/490-0345 sherylkashley@gmail.com
Janice Schlotman 712/876-2859 jschlot@wiatel.net

December Announcements
Monday, December 27: OFFICE CLOSED – Holli will be in the office Wednesday, December
29th
Choir members needed: if you enjoy singing – consider joining the choir. Contact Lisa Fouts for
practice information. We need you!!
Community Basket – January Donation
For the month of January, we are collecting household paper products that will be given to the
Community Basket. You may bring your donations to church on Sunday’s, or you may drop them
off at the Community Basket. Thank you for helping those in need!
The January food distribution will be on the 15th at the Kingsley Community Center at 10 am.
Mitten Tree ~ This year we will be collecting hats, scarves, mittens and gloves for the Woodbury
Central Elementary school where there is great need for these items. If you would like to donate
please bring your donations to church with you on Sunday mornings or Mondays between 9 am and 3
pm. There will be a box in the entry of the church for these items. Thank you for your donations!!
The Warming Shelter
The Warming Shelter seeks to provide temporary emergency shelter for men, women, and
families who have no other shelter options in the Siouxland Area. All services and assistance are
offered in context of the furtherance of human dignity with the primary goal of harm reduction
during the coldest weather months. This year we will again be collecting and donating items
from their urgent wish list. At this time they would prefer cash donations. There is a basket on
the “giving table” at the back of the church labeled Warming Shelter where you can leave your
cash donations OR Send a check to: The Warming Shelter PO BOX 3556 Sioux City, IA 51102. A
receipt can be issued/mailed to Donors if needed. For the people delivering items to 916
Nebraska St.: Donations are accepted Fridays and Sundays from 11 am to 2 pm. We will be
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focusing on cash donations and the urgent need items for the month of December. There will be
an updated list of items for the months to come. Thank you to everyone who donates!!This is
the list for urgent need items:
•Liquid laundry soap
•Plastic cutlery
•Styrofoam bowls
•Paper plates
•Ramen noodle cups
•Bottled water
•Men and women razors
•Men and women travel-size deodorant
Guatemalan Mission Opportunity
Each Sunday you have an opportunity to give a monetary gift to help support Yennifer, a student
from Guatemala in her education journey. A container is available at the back of the sanctuary
to place your donation in. If you are unable to worship with us, you may mail in your monetary
gift to the church office. Please continue to keep Yennifer and her family in your prayers during
this time.
Endowment Fund
MUMC has a Permanent Endowment Fund. Your charitable gift will continue to work forever.
Gifts can be made outright, can be memorials to family or friends, or bequests within your
estate planning. You may designate the gift to a specific fund within the endowment: General,
Building, Missions, Special Ministries, or Education. The fund's interest earned may then be
used. After the third quarter of 2021 the approximate interest values for each were: General
$21,900; Building $4400; Missions $300; Special Ministries $200; Education $2100.

Contact the church office if you would like to learn more about the MUMC Endowment
Fund.

