
SIN AND THE CHILD OF GOD
I. INTRODUCTION
A. Summary: As children of God, we live a life of grace and forgiveness. So, since we are forgiven, why not indulge a little? In our passage for this morning, John reveals to us that there is more to living a holy life than just dutifully living in purity. He writes about: Authentic Christian Living
B. I John 3:4-10 (READ)
C. We are saved by grace through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ and even though you may not believe in eternal security, we can say that God will forgive any and all of the sins we commit when we ask Him. So why not indulge a little? We don’t have to go too far into sin. Just dip our toe in it . . . wade into the shallow end and enjoy ourselves for a little while. Well, we see here 4 reasons why the true believer can’t do that.
II. WHY TRUE BELIEVERS LIVE A RIGHTEOUS LIFE
A. Reason #1: To live in sin is to live in rebellion against God-verse 4
1. What is “lawlessness”? It is more than just disobeying God’s law, it conveys the ultimate sense of rebellion; i.e., living as if there is no law!
2. Now, as believers, we should love God’s law: 
*Psalm 119:34, “Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; Indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart.”
*Psalm 40:8, “I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart.”
*Romans 7:22, “For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man.”
3. The word, “commit” here conveys the idea of making sin a habitual practice. It’s not something that happens occasionally, but it is a way of life.
a. A true follower of Christ will sin because we still have a sin nature and, therefore, need to confess our sin when it happens (1 John 1:8, 9, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”) But someone who has been born again will not live a lifestyle of sin because we have a new nature: 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”
b. Listen to me friend. I love you enough to tell you that if you are living a life of habitual sin and the Spirit of God is not making your life miserable, if your content and happy in that sin, then you need to check your heart1 According to the Bible, you have never been born again! But it’s not too late! Return to Christ today!
B. Reason #2: TO LIVE IN SIN IS TO TOTALLY DISREGARD THE PERSON & WORK OF JESUS CHRIST (verses 5-6, 8b)
1. We have disregard for who Christ is. (verses 5-6)
*John 1:1-4, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.”
* John 1:29, “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
2. We have disregard for what Christ did for us. (Also verses 5, 6)
a. He died for our salvation and a right relationship with God.
* “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”- 2 Corinthians 5:21
* Revelation 1:4-6 (READ)
b. He defeated the power that sin has over you. (verse 8b)
* Colossians 2:13-15
a. If you profess to be a Christian and yet are living a life of habitual sin, you are the fulfillment of Proverbs 26:11, “As a dog returns to his own vomit, so a fool repeats his folly.”
2. You might say, “But I do know God, Pastor! I appreciate Him! I’m here in church, aren’t I?”
- Well, let me ask you, “Then why do you keep going back?!?”
C. Reason #3: JESUS CHRIST CAME TO DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL (verse 8)
1. If Jesus came to destroy (“to demolish”, but also conveys the idea of breaking the chains of one held in bondage) the works of the devil, then why would we willingly enslave ourselves again to sin?
2. Look again at 1 John 2:1-4 (READ)
3. So, Satan is the ultimate rebel (Isaiah 14:12-14). Notice the “I will” statements and ask, “As a child of God am I more like my Lord Jesus, who submitted Himself to the Father (Luke 22:42, ““Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done.”) or am I more like Satan in my rebellion against God?
4. John tells us clearly that the proof in in the pudding. Note verse 9, “Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.” Remember, in the larger context, John is writing about a life of habitual sin, an attitude of rebellion against God that presumes upon His grace.
D. REASON #4: LIVING IN SIN IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO LIVES WITHIN US (verses 9-10)
1. Why does a Christian not live in sin? Because we have the presence of the Spirit in their lives.
2. 1 Corinthians 6:18-20: The immediate context here is sexual immorality, but the principle applies to all sin in our lives. We live a holy life because we are indwelt by the HOLY Spirit.
a. J. C. Ryle said, “Tell me not of your justification, unless you have also some marks of sanctification. Boast not of Christ's work for you, unless you can show us the Spirit's work in you.”
b. James gives this same sentiment when he wrote in his little epistle, “But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” (2:18)
c. Listen, friends, if we remain in sin, it means that we are either miserable because the Spirit of God is constantly on our backs or, if not, then we are not a Christian at all.
1. Remember, actions reveal, not define! -1 Corinthians 6:9-11
2. Remember 1 John 2:28, “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.”
3. If we continue in Him, we’ll be unashamed when He returns.
III. CONCLUSION: 
A. When Dr. Stephen Olford was pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church in New York City, he had the opportunity of leading his brother to the Lord. His brother had been an agnostic most of his life. One day, as his brother lay desperately ill in the hospital, Dr. Olford was called to come quickly and visit his brother who was deeply disturbed.
So he went into the room and said, “Richard, I want you to know, you’re saved and even though you have a terminal illness and you’re going to die, you’re saved and you’re going to Heaven, and you don’t have to be afraid to die.” Richard said, “Oh, Stephen, you don’t understand. I know I’m saved and I know I’m going to Heaven when I die. It’s not that I’m afraid to die. I’m ashamed to die.” 
B. We ought to so abide in Jesus, we ought to be living so close to Jesus, that when He appears we may have confidence and not be ashamed at His coming.
C. The Christian does not, should not, live a life marked by sin. If you find yourself away from God today, come back to Christ. He will forgive and restore you to Himself.
[bookmark: _GoBack]D. And all of us need to constantly be reminded who Jesus is and what He came to do. We must remember that willful sin is open rebellion against our Savior and that Jesus has set us free from the bondage we were in to sin and Satan. And we must remember who lives within us-the Holy Spirit of God-therefore, we must live a life of righteousness for His glory and because we love Him.

