God Incarnate
John 1:1-14

I. INTRODUCTION
A. We find the Christmas story related to us in three of the four gospels. 
1. Matthew’s gospel begins with the genealogy of Jesus on Joseph’s side of the family. It then tells us the Christmas story from Joseph’s side. Very little is said of Mary. A number of Old Testament prophesies are mentioned. All of this is done because Matthew has as its main audience the Jewish nation.
2. Luke’s gospel gives us the account from a totally different perspective. The Christmas story, as told in Luke, is from Mary’s perspective. She is the main character in Luke’s account because Luke’s gospel is written to show us the humanity of Jesus. The lineage that Luke lists is that of Mary (found in chapter 3). Now, I know that it begins with “Jesus, (as was supposed) the son of Joseph”
a. Two pints here:
	1. It was not uncommon to begin the genealogy of a woman with the name of her husband. This was the cultural norm of the day and the Greek doesn’t have a word for “son-in-law” so he is just listed as “the son of...” 
	2. Notice that it says in verse 23 of Luke 3, “Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph...”. This was the assumption of the people of Jesus’ day, that he was the son of Joseph who had been conceived out of wedlock. We know, however, that there is one more genealogy given to us.
II. MAIN TEXT: JOHN 1:1-14 (ALREADY READ, DON’T READ AGAIN)
A. Here again we have the Christmas story. Honestly, this is my favorite of the three! This one is told from God’s perspective!
B. I want us to split our text into two parts that we will look at separately and then bring together. We will begin with verses 1-5 (READ).
1. John begins his book with a very simple, yet profound prologue: Verse 1, “In the beginning the Word already existed.  The Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Why would these words be profound? Because they should immediately take us back to Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning, God...”
a. And, just as in Genesis there is no attempt to prove that God exists, so here in John’s opening words there is no attempt to explain that Jesus has existed from eternity past.
1. The key to understanding why John begins this way is to understand why he wrote this gospel. At the end of his book in chapter 20 and verses 30 and 31 John writes, “30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”
2. John wrote his gospel to show that Jesus Christ is, in fact, the Christ, the Son of God, and that through believing on Him we can have eternal life (share gospel if visitors are present).
3. It’s interesting that John doesn’t connect Jesus to the truth of verses 1-5 until we hit verse 14 and there’s a reason for this. In using the word, “Word” (the Greek word “Logos”) he is introducing a concept that both Jews and Greeks understood. The word “Logos” carried the idea of a “divine reason” or “the mind of God”. For the Greeks it was a philosophical idea that really didn’t go much beyond the realm of simply thinking or reasoning, but for the Jew it carried a more concrete and meaningful sense. They tied it into the very essence of who God is in places such as Psalm 33:6, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.” So in using the word, “Logos”, “Word”, John was connecting Jesus to the one eternal God. He was equating Him with God. In John’s use of the Logos concept, we find that:
1) Jesus is eternal (Verse 1, “In the beginning was the Word...). We already noted the similarity with Genesis 1:1, but we must make a distinction: in Genesis the beginning is when the worlds were created. In John 1:1 the beginning is eternity past. He bears this out further in 1 John 1:1-3 (in particular verse 2, “the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us.”
2) Jesus was God prior to coming to earth (Verse 1, “The Word was with God.”) The word, “was” carries the idea of being in communion with, and intimate. It could be rendered, “The Son was forever face to face with the Father.” We have here tw0 members of the Trinity! If we drop down to verse 18 we get the picture, “The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”
3) Jesus is God (“Verse 1, “and the Word was God”). This statement could not be any clearer! So many “experts” will say that the early church didn’t really believe Jesus was God; yet here, Jesus’ closest friend and disciple, flat out states that Jesus is God! And then he uses this whole gospel to bear that out!
	a. Alistair Begg on this great statement by John - "This is not theological lumber. This is not post-graduate theology for eggheads. This is the heart of historic Christianity."
4) Jesus is Creator ( Verse 3, “All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.” )
	a. Romans 11:36, “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.”
	b. William Barclay wrote, “"This means that not only is the Son the agent of creation in the beginning, and the goal of creation in the end, but between the beginning and the end, during time as we know it, it is he who holds the world together.”
5) Jesus is the Giver of life (Verse 4, “n Him was life”).  This is both physical and spiritual life. We have already seen that Jesus is the Creator and Sustainer of life and also that the purpose of John’s gospel was that, “you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” (John 20:31)
                                                                                                                                                                                               
III. Now I want us to jump to verse 14, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”
A. The first five truths that we just looked at all point to the “Word” being God. John has simply laid out that the “Word” is not simply an idea or a philosophy, it is really not an “it” at all, there is so much more. And in verse 14 he drops the bomb! “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us”! The Word became like us! He took on human form to become our salvation!
	1. John uses the Logos idea for two great purposes:
	a. As the Revealer of God
	b. As the Savior of mankind.
B. This verse summarizes the entire book of John and as such is the focal point of this Gospel! This is what it’s all about!
C. The Word, Jesus Christ, took on flesh and became a man!
D. And here is the heart of this message. At Christmas we focus on Jesus coming as a baby in Bethlehem’s manger. We remember His deity because we are reminded that He was born of a virgin.
	1. But I believe that in the sentimentality of the story, in the nearness of God to mankind, in the star and the shepherds, the angels singing and the cattle lowing, we forget that Jesus is fully God and fully man.
	2. Think about this: that baby in the manger, so helpless and fragile, was still the same Word that created the wood that manger was built from! As He nestled in Mary’s arms it was still true that, “He is before all things, and in Him all things consist” (Colossians 1:17).
	3. My point is that in remembering Jesus’ humanity (which we should because that is how we best relate to Him), we cannot forget that He was still fully God while here on earth.
E. Some will say (even some fundamentalist preachers) that, according to Philippians 2:5-8 (READ), Jesus laid aside some of His attributes as God to become a man. That is not biblical! As a man He humbled Himself to be on the same level as man, but He still retained every bit of deity within Him that He had in heaven (Colossians 2:9, “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily”.)
	1. Think about this: in His human body Jesus was bound by time and distance, but in His Deity He was not limited by them (The healing of the centurion’s servant in Matthew 8).
	2. There are times where we can see both the humanity of Jesus and His divinity in the same story (turn to Luke 8:22-25).  We see Jesus’ humanity, He is tired and He takes a nap. Sounds like your average man to me! But then the storm comes and He simply speaks and the wind and waves cease! Why would this man need a nap?! Because He is both man and God!
F. I don’t believe we do this intentionally, but how often do we see Jesus in His humanity than we do in His divinity while He was here on earth? And yet, if we are to accept Jesus for who He really was we have to accept that He was all of God AND all of man.
G. Let’s quickly go to the cross. Here probably more than anywhere we struggle with this paradox. We ask questions like, “How could God die?” “How is it possible that the Son of God could be separated from God the Father and still be God?”
	1. I believe that there is a sense of mystery here that we may never fully comprehend, but we must at least try.
	2. First, did God die? And the answer to that is NO! God cannot die. There cannot be a time where life ceases to exist for Him. And can I tell you, the same is true for us! Death is not the cessation of life; death is the separation of the spirit from the body. Our bodies may cease to function, but our spirit, the real you, lives on. Second Corinthians 5:8 says, “We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.”
	3. Well, the same was true of Jesus. His body, the body that was prepared for Him to be born in, that perished, but the Person of Jesus, the second member of the Trinity, lived on; “Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth?” Ephesians 4:9. 
	4. But the bigger question may be the second one, “How can God be separated from God on the cross”? I know many say that God turned His face away from Jesus and there was a separation, a break, between the two. But this can’t be! If the Trinity was broken in actual relationship and oneness, then the Godhead would cease to exist! It can’t be! So what is the answer? I believe Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane may give us a clue. Jesus prayed, “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.” (John 17:20-24).
		a. With intense agony, the Son of God experienced that which He had never known before, the abandonment of His Father. That separation was not one of nature or essence; the Lord Jesus never ceased to be the second member of the Trinity. Rather, it was a separation of the loving communion He had eternally known with the Father.
IV. CONCLUSION
A. And so, this Christmas, who is Jesus to you? Is He just a babe in the manger? A nice story, but it doesn’t really impact your life much? You know, come December 26th you won’t really think about it again until next December.
B. Is He a good teacher? A lot of great principles to live by and a good example to live by, and maybe even filled by God in a special way to show us how to live, but nothing more than that. Follow His example? Sure. Give my life to Him? I don’t think so.
C. But, you see, here’s the problem; Jesus doesn’t give us those two options. Christmas wasn’t just about a baby born in a manger. It was about the reality that you and I are wretched sinners who can’t save ourselves. WE ARE LOST! WE ARE GUILTY BEFORE A HOLY GOD! And we can’t do anything to fix it! We can’t be good enough! We can’t work hard enough! We have nothing to offer God...except our sin and our lives!
D. And that’s what’s so amazing about Christmas! This holy God, the One that we have offended, the One Whom we have ignored or insulted, left heavens glory and became one of us! Why? To take our place! To carry our sin and suffer our punishment! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Why? Because of love! John 3:16 (QUOTE) Jesus could pay that price because He is fully God and He could do it for us because He was also fully man. I know many of you have already made Christ you Savior and Lord and it is my prayer that you have a better understanding now of who it is that you love and serve! But some here today, you need to make that same decision. You have been presented with the truth of Jesus Christ and the message of the gospel. You will make a decision here today; you will say YES to Jesus Christ and commit your life to Him. Anything less than that is saying NO to Him. And my question is, “Why? Why would you say no to Someone who loves you enough to die for you”?





 
