Understanding True Thanksgiving
Habakkuk 3:1-19
I. INTRODUCTION
A. Every year has its challenges, its problems, its losses and regrets, but 2020 has been filed with more of this than any year I can remember in my almost 57 years on this planet! I won’t go into the details of this on the national and global scale, you’ve been through the list far too many times! And on a personal level many of you have had more of these types of things happen in your life. 
B. I think it would be safe to say that 2020 has been a year that has battered and bruised us! And for some, it has broken them.  Again, I won’t go into the statistics of all of the ways that the events of this year have impacted people’s lives, but Satan is having a heyday!
C. The prophet Habakkuk understood this all too well! He, too, was in a place where life just seemed to be spinning out of control. He had questions and doubts. He just couldn’t understand what God was doing. And yet...well, I’m getting ahead of myself.
D. I find it interesting that Thanksgiving falls toward the end of the year. We get to look back on almost 11 months and we have to decide, “How will I respond to what has happened over the last 11 months?”.
E. And so, I want to look at Habakkuk’s little book to see what we can learn.
F. I want to put a couple of things right out front here that you might find interesting and helpful:
	1. "Habakkuk bears the right name to his commission. For Habakkuk means, "to hug". He does so with his prophecy by hugging or embracing his people. He comforts them and takes them into his arms as one does with a crying child or adult." 
	2. Habakkuk was a contemporary of Jeremiah. Habakkuk bears several similarities with Jeremiah, for example his sensitive nature and his grief over the condition of the people of God.
	3. Habakkuk carries a very unique distinction in that, as a prophet, this book contains not a message from God to the prophet to the people, but simply a dialogue between the prophet and God Himself! And we find hope in this because the prophet questions God, he openly admits to not understanding what God is doing; in a nutshell, he is absolutely open and honest with God! And we can be, too! Let’s jump in!

2. Lessons from Habakkuk
A. A brief overview of chapter 1:
	1. In verses 1-4 Habakkuk questions God about the sins of Judah (the portion of the 12 tribes of Israel that broke off and became a separate kingdom. It consisted of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin). He wants to know why God is allowing their wickedness to continue, “Therefore the law is powerless, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; therefore, perverse judgment proceeds.” (verse 4). Reminds me of the plea of Jeremiah, “Righteous are You, O Lord, when I plead with You; Yet let me talk with You about Your judgments. Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why are those happy who deal so treacherously? (12:1).
	2. And God answers! Look at the end of verse 5 and the beginning of 6, “I will work a work in your days which you would not believe, though it were told you. For indeed I am raising up the Chaldeans...”
		a. This must have taken Habakkuk’s breath away! Why? Listen to this, verses 5-11 (READ)
	3. And then the prophet asks another question: “Why do You look on those who deal treacherously, and hold Your tongue when the wicked devours a person more righteous than he?” (v. 13). (Briefly elaborate)

B. Let’s move to a brief overview of chapter 2.
1. We see right away that Habakkuk now has to deal with the problem of the strength of the wicked and the humiliation of the just. And how does he do that? Chapter 2 verse 1, “I will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart, and watch to see what He will say to me, and what I will answer when I am corrected.”
	a. He waits and he watches for God’s answer! Notice that Habakkuk's actions manifest his firm confidence that God has yet more to speak and do.
2. And He does! The rest of chapter 2 has God informing Habakkuk that He will judge the Chaldeans! Note the following, “Because you have plundered many nations, all the remnant of the people shall plunder you.” (v. 8), “The cup of the Lord’s right hand will be turned against you, and utter shame will be on your glory.” (v. 16).
3. And then notice how this chapter ends, “But the Lord is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before Him.” (v. 20).  Verse 1 of chapter 3 tells us that Habakkuk “got it”! “A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, on Shigionoth.”
	a. Listen, folks! God is not surprised by ANYTHING that has happened in 2020! The big things did not catch Him off guard, nor was He so busy with the big things that the “little things” of our lives slipped by Him! HE IS IN CONTROL! In His perfect time God will accomplish His divine purpose. Habakkuk was to stand in humble silence, a hushed expectancy of God’s intervention.






C. Overview of chapter 3
1. The prophet’s response: fear and awe!
		a. v. 2, “I have heard Your speech and was afraid;”, “When I heard, my body trembled; my lips quivered at the voice; rottenness entered my bones; and I trembled in myself”. (v. 16)
		b. As a result of the vision in the previous chapters, we can only imagine the depth of the prophet's awe at the greatness of His God. Undoubtedly Habakkuk is forever changed by this encounter and rightly so!
		c. Notice that he has also gone from questioning and complaining to praying and praising!
	2. And this brings me to the application, verses 16-19 (READ)
		a. What we see in verse 17 is the absolute desolation of the land!
		b. Judah was an agricultural society. Crops and animals meant everything! And it’s all destroyed! In America we are seeing our way of life being destroyed! Everything we hold dear seems to be getting stripped away! And yet...
		c. And, “Yet, I will rejoice in the Lord; I will joy in the God of my salvation.” (v. 18).
		d. Habakkuk is now living out what he wrote in chapter 2 verse 4, “But the just shall live by his faith.” He makes a choice of the will to trust God even though the situation looks hopeless. This is not simply “mind over matter”. It’s a choice born out of trust.
[bookmark: _GoBack]			1. G Campbell Morgan writes that "If we were reading this for the first time, or if we found it in any other literature than this, we should be driven to inquire, Was this man a fanatic? Was he deluded? Or did he speak a wisdom of which this world knows nothing when he crowned the song which describes desolation with the song which expresses jubilation? We believe that this is a song of the higher wisdom, and that the singer was a philosopher in possession of the true secret of life.... His knowledge of God produced his confidence in God, and that confidence in God immediately and inevitably produced joy.”
		e. And this is where we must read the final verse of the book, “The Lord God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on my high hills.” (v. 19).

3. Conclusion
A. As we’ve moved through the book of Habakkuk we have noticed transformations taking place! Habakkuk moves from burden to blessing, from wonder and worry to worship, from restlessness to rest, from a problem to God’s Person, and from a complaint to consolation, from confusion to confidence! Only our great God and Savior can supernaturally turn sighing into singing so we must like Habakkuk take time to wait before Him in prayer and listen to His Word. It will transform us!  And it is always "worth the wait!"

