5-21-17  Being positive in a negative world
Philippians 2:1-4 

2 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.

let’s look at what God has to tell us today from Philippians.

Staying Positive In A Negative World

vs 1 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 
Doesn't really mean if, but a better word would be “since”
Should probably read it more like this:

Since there is encouragement in Christ, since we find consolation in His Love, and in sharing with the Holy Spirit, since we find His compassion and sympathy…

So since there are these things from God then when He says...

2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.
We know He will Make our joy (in the Lord) complete.  
Let us have Godly Joy and excitement.

Let Us be of the same mind with God, having the same love of His, being in full accord and of one mind agreeing together.

This is what God is saying to Fairview today!

We are to be in agreement to do all with the same goal in mind, in the LOVE of God,

and to decree among ourselves that we all have the same goals in mind for Fairview and agree to work together not allowing any divisions of the evil one to crepe in.
3 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
Couldn't put it any plainer, it's like God Himself is explaining it to us here.

We need to hear this straight from God.

In God’s words.  
Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.
This one is easy.  Look out for others, think of their needs before your own.

Do the math you, or me, by ourself, are still only 1, but when you put others first, God will pour out His blessings on His children, that’s us, Fairview COB
Now Let’s review how we do these things
Vs 2 says be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind
To be of the same mind we need to hear from God!  
He speaks through His word.    
Stay in the Word of God! Hear what He tells us!
Gives the following blessings:

 Psalm 119 The “Message” Paraphrase:
1-4 
You’re blessed when you stay on course, walking steadily on the road revealed by God.  
You’re blessed when you follow his directions, doing your best to find him.  
That’s right—you don’t go off on your own; you walk straight along the road he set.  
GOD prescribed the right way for us to live; now expect God to bless us when we live according to His promises.

V3: 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves
More clarification:
1 Peter 3: (NIV)

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded (with God), be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble.
God is saying be loving as God is, sympathetic, compassionate, and humble.  Don’t think more of your thoughts and abilities than you ought.

So finally vs 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.
Now let me clarify this also.  It does not mean that what we do and how we act isn’t important, but we can stick our noses into what everyone else does, and then talk about them.  That is not what God is saying.
We need to pray and do as God has called us to do.  
We often pray, but are we paying attention to what we pray.
It’s often something we pray for each week, but are we paying attention to our own prayers?

Matthew 6:9-10 MKJV

 Therefore, pray in this way: Our Father, who is in Heaven, hallowed be Your name. (10) Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Emphasis here on God’s will … not my will…a positive future

We need to Stay Positive In A Negative World

There is plenty of negative going on around us.  We must keep our focus on God and His plan, not on those negative things.  Peter is a good example of what happens when we take our eyes off Jesus and His Word.

 Matthew 14:28-30 says,
And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

Instead of focusing on the promise of Jesus—His command to come—Peter focused on the circumstances around him, and that is why he began to sink.
We need to always look to the positive.

We need to remain positive, even in a negative world that we will remain true to our belief that God is in control as we stand together and move forward as a congregation proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 4:32 (NIV)

32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

I am positive that if we do this in our personal lives, and believe, our church can be a beacon of light in a dark and negative world.

May God Bless the proclamation of His word this morning.

