Isaiah 43:1-2  
Isaiah 43:1-2 (NIV)
1 But now, this is what the LORD says- He who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned;  the flames will not set you ablaze.

I want to talk to you today about a man that you probably know nothing about! In fact, I don’t know much about him myself. He is a part of a group more famous than the Beatles. But you may have never even heard his name. He did great things, but there is no record of them. He helped change many lives but I can’t tell you how. His name …Thaddeus, He was one of our Lord’s 12 Disciples.
The man we are talking about today had several names: He is called "Lebbaeus" in Matthew 10:3. He is called “Judas brother of James” in Luke 6:16. He is called “Judas, Not Iscariot” in John 14:22. He is called “Thaddeus” in Mark 3:18.
Mark 3:18 (ESV)
18 Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot,
We will call him Thaddeus, do you recognize him?
Do you remember anything about him?
Most people don’t, PEOPLE MAY NOT KNOW YOUR NAME, BUT JESUS DOES    
Isaiah 43:1 
…I have summoned (called) you by name, you are mine.

Thaddeus may not have been a Peter, James, John or even an Andrew. He may not have penned a gospel or written an epistle, but Jesus did not want him to one of them. Jesus wanted Thaddeus to be just that …Thaddeus!
He was exactly where God placed him, doing what God called him to do, so he was successful in God’s eyes.
You probably won’t read a book about him. 
Out of His great number of followers Jesus only selected 12 apostles. Thaddeus was privileged to be called to be in that number.
Many of us are like Thaddeus.  People may never see all that you do. They may not see the long hours and late nights. They may not know the financial sacrifices that you have made. Others may not know of the emotional struggles, and burnout that you have endured.  But there are rewards for those who are simply faithful wherever God has placed them 
Colossians 3:23-25 (NIV)
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
We need to understand God does not measure success the way that man does.   if you are a child of God you are special! …you are GREATLY BLESSED AND HIGHLY FAVORED!
We need to learn to see our success the same way God does, not like we see it usually based on how much stuff we have.
We need to see that we are a child of the King and our lives are blessed because He claims us as one of His children.
Being one of His should make our relationship with Him our most precious possession.
So what is your most precious possession?
 This world has plenty of expensive baubles and trinkets (precious possessions). 
Here are some actual things people own that they probably consider to be a precious possession. 
The most expensive phone in the world:  The Falcon Supernova iPhone 6 pink diamond. $48.5 million dollars. 
 You can own the world’s most expensive television called the Prestige HD Supreme Rose edition. The outer frame is 18k rose gold with diamonds and the inner frame is alligator skin. The cost is a mere $2.26 million, Down from (2.3 million) – the cost of TV’s is going down- and it’s only got a 55-inch screen!
A couple of years ago, a billionaire bought a 1962 Ferrari 250 GTO for a cool $35 million. I’m sure he considers it a most prized and precious possession. 
According to the words of Jesus, your most prized possession is your soul. Jesus said, 

Matthew 16:26 (ESV)
26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?
 So God does not measure success the way that man does
Matthew 6:19-21 ESV
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
So, we know from Colossians 3, as believers we will receive an inheritance from our Father in heaven.  Our most precious possession is our soul’s salvation and eternal life in heaven with Him.
Not the things of this world, but our eternal life with Him! Our free gift from Him

Romans 6:23 (ESV)
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Emphasis on ETERNAL LIFE.  Life from God’s perspective.




