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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Joshua and Morgan AND members of the congregation. We have gathered this day to worship Almighty God, our creator, to worship Jesus Christ our Redeemer, and to celebrate being given the gift of the Holy Spirit. The disciples of Jesus received the Holy Spirit as promised, on the 50th day after the Resurrection. 
This is the 50th Day. Because of God’s great love for each and every person on earth, including each and every person here today, we have a reason to celebrate. We have reason and just cause to celebrate because of the new life we have received in the crucified and risen savior. We have reason to celebrate because on this day we are given the Holy Spirit, the comforter, advocate and guide. 

Today is a reminder to us all, but most especially to Josh and Morgan just what Affirmation of Baptism or Confirmation is. It is a rite of passage. You are no longer considered child members but will join the roll of adults in the congregation. 


You see when you were baptized, your parents made solemn promises to God about the things that they wanted for you. They made a contract with God, that if, at your baptism, God claimed you as his child, saved you from sin, death and the devil, then they would bring you up in the church. They promised that they would bring you to the services of God’s house, teach you the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed, and place in the your hands the Holy Scriptures, in other words teach you the Bible and how to use it, and give you all of the educational opportunities that the church offers. They also promise to teach you to be God’s servant to others in the world. 


Now, today, as a part of this service the two of you are taking on those same responsibilities yourselves. 
Today you are affirming the promises made for you at baptism. You are in effect saying, “Yes, Lord, I am old enough and mature enough to follow you as my parents and others promised for me at my baptism."

One of the other responsibilities you are taking on this day is the responsibility to be an active confirmed member of the congregation. What that means according to our congregation constitution is this: "It shall be the privilege and duty of members of this congregation to : 
Make regular use of the means of grace, both Word and sacraments; live a Christian life in accordance with the Word of God and the teachings of the Lutheran Church; and support the work of the congregation, synod and the church wide organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America through contributions of their time, abilities, and financial support as biblical stewards." C8.04

This means to regularly take communion, hear the Word of God proclaimed at worship and in classes and it means to live a Christian life by following the ordinances set forth by God in scripture and the commands of Christ also set forth in scripture and according to the teachings of the Lutheran Church. 

Living a Christian life means to live a good and godly life, and be an example of godliness not only to the children around you but to the adults and the whole world as well.


It also means to regularly give of your time, your abilities and your finances to the ministry of the whole church on earth. 


It is a lot for you to take in but it is important for you to take it all in. You are no longer children. You are adult members of this congregation and of the greater church in world. Everything this day has changed. You once again bask in the Holy Spirit as you did the day that you were baptized. You vow for yourself to love and honor God and believe in him all of your days. 
May it be so for all of us. May this day we all remember the vows we took at our confirmation, at our baptism, at our entrance into membership in the church. 


May the Holy Spirit descend upon us all, enlighten us through the gospel, make us holy and keep us in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

