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Year A, June 19 2011
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
	Years ago when we were married a brief time, I was invited to attend a support group for the spouses of pastors. It was an interesting mix of folks, some older, some middle aged, some young. The one pastor's wife I will never forget is Greta Benson. Her husband Arnold was pastor of St. John's Lutheran Church in Northumberland.  Greta was a rather outgoing and humorous person and she and Arnold had a wide variety of experiences over the years. 
	She would introduce herself to new comers as "Greta-the-pastors-wife-Benson" because she had been referred to in those terms for so many years by congregation members. 
	Aside from this though, Greta was an expert on church hospitality and how unwelcoming congregations can really be. 
She told us a story one time of visiting a congregation and sitting down for worship only to be told, "You will have to move, that's our seat." In another congregation she was physically removed from a seat by those normally sitting there. 
	We laughed when Greta told us her stories, but in reality they were not funny, but really sad. Sad that people did not share the love and the hospitality that Christ himself showed. 
	
	The gospel lesson that we have this morning is pretty well known as the "Evangelism" lesson. Before Jesus is taken up into heaven, he is on a mountainside with his disciples. He says to them
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’
	It is known as an evangelism lesson because specifically Jesus tells the disciples to go out and make disciples of all nations, of all people in all nations. Then they must also baptize them specifically in the Name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
and those who are thus brought into the faith are to obey all that Jesus has commanded. 
	Evangelism for a lot of people is a scary word. It comes from the Greek, meaning "message", an being a messenger or an angel. So we know that Evangelism means to spread or to tell the message about God's love for us in Jesus Christ. We know the message well. 
But  why does it scare us? What keeps us from telling the story of salvation to those around us? 
	Well, for many of us, conversation comes easily to those we know, but not so much so with strangers. 
Sometimes we feel scared or inadequate. We think that faith is a private thing. 
We also tend to think of our faith as personal, between us and God and really it is not. That notion is a holdover of our American evangelical culture with its “me and you, Jesus,” teachings. But in reality, while we are to have a close relationship with Jesus it is to be a close relationship in connection with others gathered here. 
We fail to evangelize because we fear being rejected, and don't think discussing religion is polite. We lack confidence, and don't always know what to say or do. We are sometimes afraid that we will get a question that we won't know how to answer. And sometimes we fear that we will offend someone. 
 	Our faith is to be a living faith and a shared faith. 
But the thing about sharing the faith is that when you gather together here as a family of believers then you don't have to share the faith on your own. One person cannot tell the whole story. It takes more than one witness. You are not expected to know the whole story, because the whole story is still being revealed to us through the Spirit. Whatever you know is enough. You just have to be willing to share. Expect that God will give you help and the words to say through the Spirit.  
	So what is our motivation for evangelism? Sharing the Good News. It is not butts in the pew and it is not money in the plate. It is making disciples through sharing the love of God in Christ. It is to help others to see God more clearly and to feel God's presence through us. It is about developing relationships with one another and friendship and about dialogue. 
It is as much about listening as it is talking. 
	When someone is introduced to Jesus for the first time, it begins to make changes in their lives. When we bring others to Jesus the change not only happens in them but also in us. It is a reminder to us that nothing stays the same; but it is also a reminder to us that changed people change churches. Not changes in everyone else, but in ourselves.  
	

It is important for us to remember that someone who is unchurched is not looking for us to share something big or theological about God. They want to know things like: 
Where do you see Jesus in your everyday life? 
What difference does Jesus make in your life?
	

Questions for us ponder not just here and not just now but each and everyday. So where do you see Jesus in your life? What difference does Jesus make in your life? Think about these things and think about how you might respond to these questions if someone asked them of you. 
	Remember that no matter how daunting the task of evangelism may seem, that you do not do it alone. None of us is ever alone as long as we have faith in Christ and know that we all have been given the spirit.
	On this Trinity Sunday when we celebrate God who comes to us in three distinct and yet inseparable persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, we are reminded that even in evangelism we are not alone and we are sustained by their presence in our lives. Share yourself and your faith with those around you that you know and those around you that you do not know. Show Christ’s hospitality to strangers. Share the Good News. Amen.
