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The Leper (Luke 17:11-19)

We need to rediscover the lost art of being thankful.

Introduction:

   As many of us will suffer from the effects of eating leftover turkey, here is a Top things to say when you are caught sleeping at your desk in your chair or wherever , tomorrow morning:

* "This is just a 15 minute power nap they raved about in the time management class.
* "Did you ever notice sound coming out of these computer keyboards when you put your ear down real close?"

And the NUMBER ONE best thing to say if you get caught sleeping.

** Raise your head slowly and say, "in Jesus' name, Amen."

- Despite the “turkey hangover”, Thanksgiving has always been one of my favorite holidays. I love this time of year. I love the food that comes with. 
I love time with family. And, as this is a pre-Thanksgiving Sermon, I love the idea that we are called to be thankful, not for just one day, but everyday...as we think about how God has blessed us through his son Jesus.

 We need to rediscover the lost art of being thankful.
Think about what the world looks like today, what we possibly look like today:
- Sense of entitlement / “I deserve...”
- List of demands for a list of wishes
- Our children-Sweet Sixteen (spoiled brats)

In Luke 17:11-19 we read

11) As Jesus continued on toward Jerusalem, he reached the border
between Galilee and Samaria.
- As Jesusis traveling, he is between Galilee, a Jewish area and Samaria, a Samaritan area.
- Samaritans and the Jewish people despised each other, Jesus walked between these two areas and comes across a group of Lepers who have amongst them a“foreigner” or Samaritan.

12) As he entered a village there, ten lepers stood at a distance,

13) crying
out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”
- The lepers stood at a distance because they were unclean, they were not allowed to approach others because of their disease. Leprosy, which is also call
“Hansen’s”, would cause white patches and even tumors throughout the body,
especially in the limbs and face of someone, it was difficult if not impossible to hide that you were a leper. Groups of lepers would form their own villages and so we have a group of lepers made up of Jews and Samaritan.
- They cry out to Jesus...
- I don’t know that the church throughout the world understands it’s position?
- The world around us is still crying out for Jesus and that is us. The church is “Jesus” to the world!
- How do you receive the call? The call for mercy.
- Use your imaginations for just a moment...I want you to picture in your mind this group of lepers in the distance, ragged, afraid, hurting, hopeless...everyone got that?  Instead of a group of lepers, how about a family that’s struggling to make ends meet...can you picture that? A child who wishes for a single gift this Christmas?
- Just as the lepers cried out for Jesus to have mercy...the world is crying out for you and I as Christians, to show mercy.

14) He looked at them and said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.” And
as they went, they were cleansed of their leprosy.
- He didn’t need to touch them...it doesn’t even say if he prayed...he just commanded them to do something.
- According to Leviticus 14, the leper, whose leprosy had gone into remission or who had been healed would show themselves to the priest who would declare them clean or unclean.
- Before these men are even healed, Jesus says, “Go...”
- You ever put conditions on Jesus...before your obedience to Jesus.
- “God, you make me well, then I’ll...”
- “Jesus, if I get this job...I’ll start tithing.”
- Remember what these guys called Jesus as they shouted for mercy...because, I think that it is key... “Master”
- We are upside down in our faith if we put ourselves in the position of Master
and believe that Jesus is our servant, a slave to our demands.
- Out of obedience these guys listen to Jesus and on the way, they are healed.

15) One of them, when he saw that he was healed, came back to Jesus,
shouting, “Praise God!”
- One of them thought that instead of doing the religious thing...going to the priest, getting a clean bill of health and gaining the status back with the community, one of them turned around. One of them changed his direction not just physically, but spiritually.
- This verse cries out to us that Jesus deserves to be praised...Jesus is the priority. Now the Jewish law state...go see the priest...even Jesus said, “go see the priest.” I have no doubt in my mind that eventually this guys will, “go see the
priest.” But right now...what is more important, religion or relationship? Procedure or praise?
- He turns around, changes his approach...and comes back to Jesus.
 We need to rediscover the lost art of being thankful.

16) He fell to the ground at Jesus’ feet, thanking him for what he had done.
This man was a Samaritan.
- For a Samaritan to fall at the feet of a Jewish man, let alone a Jewish Rabbi, let
alone...the Son of God...in the minds of men isn’t right.
- All throughout the gospel of Luke we see these encounters with Gentiles and
Samaritans, foreshadowing the future of God’s people...that all nations would
come under the lordship of Jesus. The door to heaven would be flung wide open
for all people, through Jesus.
- The man was healed and he came to not only thank Jesus, but worship him,
submit and humble himself before Jesus. Recognizing his Lordship.

17) Jesus asked, “Didn’t I heal ten men? Where are the other nine?
 
18) Has
no one returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?”
- This wasn’t the first time that Jesus had been distressed by his own people, the
Jewish peoples failure to see who he was.
- What kept them away? What prevented them from returning to Jesus? What
excuses did they make for not thanking God and His Son?
- I’m just doing my duty.
- I’ve got to make sure my status is good with the community
- Now that I’m healed, I can do what I want
- I was entitled to that, I deserve it.
19) And Jesus said to the man, “Stand up and go. Your faith has healed you.”
- Some translations, “Your faith has made you whole.”
- You need to know the two words used in this passage that are translated as
“Healed”
- When the 10 men are healed of their leprosy, the word is, “kath-ar-id-zo” which
means to purge or purify, cleanse.
- When Jesus says to this one man, who believes in Jesus, recognizes him as
Lord, “Your faith has healed you.” The world for “healed” in this instance is, “sudzo”
which means made whole, to save or rescue from danger.
- Because the man decided not to take his physical healing for granted, to not take Jesus for granted, he changes his approach, comes back to Jesus and is saved.
- 1 out of 10...even today as we strive to help people around our community and
around the world, perhaps only a few will respond to our kindness with belief and faith.

  We need to rediscover the lost art of being thankful.

How do we change our approach or turn around, offering Jesus the thanks he deserves?
1) With Haste
- Stop Everything
- Your only priority becomes Christ
- It’s an everyday thing
2) With Humility 
- It’s not about you
- corporately
- individually
3) With Everyone
- It starts and ends with Jesus
- He tells us that how we treat each other will show the world we are Christians.

