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Pastor Martin T. Mischenko

Good Afternoon and welcome to the annual Hearitage commons Memorial Day Rememberance ceremony.
On a first note Thank You to every Veteran of the U.S. armed forces and family member present today.  We also want to remember and recognize all those patriots the war effort in our various wars and conflicts.  Thank You and and everyone of you.

On this Memorial Day 2010—one of our nation’s most revered holidays—we all pause to reflect upon the principles that have made our nation great. We pause to remember the true cost of freedom and to honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice to protect it. The brave men and women we honor today selflessly gave of themselves to defend a way of life that we so cherish: The rights of all people to determine our own futures, free of oppression and fear. It is because of these everyday heroes that we celebrate Memorial Day, commemorating the selflessness and sacrifice of those upon whose very lives rests the foundation of freedom. 

Memorial Day is one of our nation’s oldest and most significant holidays, born solely of our shared American heritage. Together, we recall the glory and sacrifice of all who have set their personal aspirations aside for the preservation of our society. 
Born out of the Civil War and celebrated, this, the third Monday in May, Memorial Day came about as townspeople across the nation decorated gravesites of the fallen with the American flag. 

Today, many of us will gather with family and friends to usher in the summer season, but it is important that we never forget why we gather and remember the brave men and women who gave so much and the families and loved ones left behind. 
Throughout the brief history of our great nation, regular citizens have answered the call to serve, and so we commemorate the selflessness and sacrifice of those upon whose very lives rest the foundation of freedom. 

These brave individuals answered the call to serve in our nation’s hour of need, and so keeping with the traditions of this holiday, we gather to place flags on the graves of the fallen, to deliver speeches in the town square, and to pay silent and public tribute to those who stepped well beyond the lines of fear, doubt, and self-preservation to ensure the freedoms and ideals of their posterity. 

Around the country, memorials have been erected bearing the names of those who have given of themselves to secure our freedom. We must remember, especially today, that behind each of these names is an American hero who gave his or her life so that we may live in peace; a mother or father who mourned the loss of their child; a spouse; a child, left behind to carry on without them. 

As we gather today to pay tribute to these American heroes, a new generation of brave men and women has answered the call to defend our nation in the Global War on Terrorism. 

Just as the millions of brave Americans before them, these young men and women have laid down their lives to ensure our freedom from a brutal enemy bent on destroying our way of life in the deserts of Iraq and the mountains of Afghanistan. 
In times such as these, it is important for every American to reflect on what it truly means to live in freedom. We owe all of our veterans, past and present, a debt of gratitude for the sacrifices they have made in the defense of liberty. It is our duty to keep the memory of our fallen veterans alive. 

In his famous address at Gettysburg in 1863, President Abraham Lincoln stated, “That from these honored dead, we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain; that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom; and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”
May we never forget those have fought for our freedom, and may we celebrate the lives of those who have truly made America the land of the free and the home of the brave.
May God bless our veterans and may God bless America. 


