Fifth Sunday of May Preached on  29 May 2011

[bookmark: _GoBack]Text:   Joshua 4:1-9

Title:  “Memorial- Witness, of Faith”


Introduction: 

	At this time of year we celebrate our national holiday to commemorate the heroic deeds of all Americans who have given their lives in the service of their country. We live in a free nation. Today I like to share with a story[ In February 1832, young Smith was sorting through some music that had been brought over from Europe and came across a German melody that happened to strike his fancy. He glanced at the words at the bottom of the page and noticed it was a patriotic song. But it was a song about another country. He tapped out the rhythm of the tune and began to write his own words to the music. These are the words he wrote: My country 'tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I sing: Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims' pride, From every mountainside, Let freedom ring!]  As we study through history we find that millions of people have given their lives for the protection and advancement of the freedom Samuel Smith wrote about.
- The chimes of "freedom" ring across America. Today I would like set before us some memorials of our Christian faith. 

1.	Witness, of Faith

	there is the witness of faith. Great acts of faith stand as a strong witness to the Lord and His power. Because of this, great acts of faith should be remembered. The crossing of the Jordan River was a great witness to the power of faith in God. For this reason, God ordered Joshua to build a memorial as a witness to faith in Him.

1. God ordered Joshua to appoint twelve men to help with the memorial, one from each tribe. The twelve men were to secure twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan where the priests stood (Joshua 4:1-3). The men were to carry the stones to the place where the Israelites set up camp for the night.

2. Joshua immediately obeyed the Lord (Joshua 4:4-5). He called the twelve men who had earlier been appointed for this very purpose (Joshua 3:12). He sent them out to the middle of the Jordan where the Ark was being held, and they secured twelve stones that represented the twelve tribes of Israel.
3. The purpose of the memorial was to be a witness to the power of God (Joshua 4:6-7). In the future, when the children saw the memorial, they would ask what the memorial meant. The Israelites were then to give a strong witness to the power of God, that the flow of the Jordan River had been cut off before the Ark of the Lord's presence.
4. The men did just as Joshua commanded (Joshua 4:8). They took twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan and carried the stones with them to their campsite.
5. Joshua then gave a strong personal witness to God's presence and power (Joshua 4:9). He personally erected a memorial of stones in the middle of the Jordan as his own personal witness. Note, the stones were still there when the book of Joshua was written.

Thought 1. We are to bear strong testimony to our faith. If we have a genuine faith in God, then God has worked in our hearts and lives. We know what it is to trust God, to have faith in His power and help. We have experienced the conquering power of Christ in overcoming trials and temptations, problems and obstacles. .

	Faith in God works because it focuses upon God. And when a person's faith focuses upon God, God honors the person. God does for the person what the person believes, just so the person bases his belief upon the Word of God. We are to bear strong witness to our faith in God. We are to be strong witnesses for God. We are to be a example to people to trust God, to have faith in Him.

"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 1:8).

"Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me" (Isaiah 43:10).

Thought 2. We must bear strong testimony to our children. We must teach them the way of faith, teach them to trust the Lord, to have faith in Him.

"So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs" (John 21:15).

2. Obedience of— Works, Source of, Faith— (4:10-14) 

	Jordan River, Crossing of: there is the obedience of faith. A person who truly believes God will obey God. The Israelites believed God; therefore, they obeyed God. They did exactly what God said. Their obedience is the stress of this point.

1. The priests or ministers had an obedient faith (Joshua 4:10). When they were ordered to be the first to march into the water, no doubt, they were stunned, apprehensive. But they obeyed. And they courageously stood in the middle of the river until all the people had crossed.
2. The people had an obedient faith (Joshua 4:11). They did exactly what they had been instructed to do: they hurried and crossed over the Jordan and stood along the bank watching, amazed and astounded.
3. The two and a half East Jordan tribes had an obedient faith (Joshua 4:12-13). They did exactly what they had been instructed to do: they crossed over in front of the other tribes, taking the lead just as they had been directed by Moses long before. Note that the East Jordan tribes had sent forty thousand soldiers, armed for war. Keep in mind that the warfare in the promised land was to take several long years. Therefore, a large number of the men and soldiers of these East Jordan tribes had to remain behind to maintain and protect their homes, families, and land.
4. Joshua had an obedient faith (Joshua 4:14). As the leader, Joshua had to set the example of faith and trust in God. He had been obedient, faithful; therefore, God fulfilled His promise to Joshua. Joshua was honored by the Lord in the eyes of the people. Because of this miracle—the crossing of the Jordan River—the people revered Joshua just as highly as they had Moses. Note that they esteemed and followed Joshua throughout all his life.

Thought 1. The person who believes God obeys God. Belief equals obedience. Think about the fact for a moment: if you believe a person, you act upon what he says. You accept what the person says as being true. If what a person says calls for some act on your part, and you believe what he says, you act. 	If you do not believe the person, then you do not act.
The same is true with faith in God. Faith in God acts, does exactly what God says. The Israelites believed God, believed that He would show them how to cross over the Jordan. When God showed them the way, they obeyed God. They began to walk, and they crossed the Jordan River. This is the obedience of faith. If we have faith in God, we must obey God. We must do exactly what God says. It is our obedience, our obeying Him, that proves our faith. A faith that does not act or work is no faith at all. True faith is an obedient faith. Genuine faith follows God and obeys Him.

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 7:21).

3. 	Faith, Result of—4:15-19)  

	Jordan River, Crossing of— Gilgal— Israel, History, First day in the Promised Land: there is the result of faith. At long last, the results of the Israelites' hope and longing was experienced. They were in the promised land, actually standing on the ground that was part of their inheritance. Excitement, joy and rejoicing filled the air.

1. The Lord ordered Joshua to command the priests to come up out of the Jordan River (Joshua 4:16-18). Joshua gave the command and the priests, no doubt rejoicing, came up out of the river carrying the Ark.
2. The waters were immediately released by God—just as the priests' feet touched dry ground—and the swift and dangerous waters of the Jordan quickly returned to its flood level (Joshua 4:18).
3. The wonderful result of faith was then realized (Joshua 4:19). The people were spending their very first night in the promised land. 
	For so many years the people had been longing, anticipating, looking for this day to come. Now—at long last—the day had finally come. 

Thought 1. Faith in God bears fruit. If we trust God, God will work in our hearts and lives. God will honor our faith. God has made promises to us just as He made promises to the Israelites. Just as He fulfilled His promises to them, God will fulfill His promises to us. There is only one condition: we must believe God, have faith in His promises. God will do exactly what He promises us—if we will just believe Him.

"Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done" (Matthew 21:21).

Conclusion

	there is the purpose of faith. This is seen in Joshua's building the memorial at Gilgal.
1. One of the purposes of faith is to teach the power of God to children, that they might always fear Him (Joshua 4:21-23). He challenged the people to be witnesses to their children and to all future descendants. He challenged them to bear testimony to the fact...• that God had dried up the Jordan so that His people could cross over into the promised land• that God did to the Jordan just what He had done to the Red Sea
2. A second purpose of faith is to teach the power of God to all the peoples of the earth (Joshua 4:24). • that He alone is the living God• that He alone is the Creator and Sustainer of the universe who possesses all power All people are to know that the Lord God is living and is to be feared. He alone is the living and true God, Lord of the Universe. He and He alone is to be feared.

Thought 1. God is living, possessing all power. He is omnipotent, able to do all things. Therefore, we must acknowledge and teach the omnipotent power of God to all children and generations of people.

 	Hundreds of thousands of Americans have died to preserve the freedoms that we enjoy let us remember the falling solider and the Christian that have that gave there all for Jesus and our country.
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