What Do We Really Mean?

Have you ever stopped to wonder how people really pick a church to attend? We throw around ideas and words that seem rational at the time however words do mean things. I'll give you an example. When "Christians" are looking for a church the first thing you hear out of their mouths is, "I want to see what their doctrine is." In other words they want to see what's taught and how things are done. A doctrine is subjective as the person has an idea in their mind on what a church "should" teach and they have a thought on "how" things should be done. Some people prefer a formal setting in a church where there's an organ, choir, everyone's dressed in "their Sunday best" clothing and the pastor dresses in a robe or in a very nice suit. Some like rituals for example the pastor reads a partial verse and the audience reads allowed the rest of the verse. The bottom line comes to "comfort", "Am I comfortable with the worship style."

Others concentrate on subject matter, did the pastor hit what they think is key Biblical teachings in their message or did they "get something wrong", which may or may not be true in the Bible but it's true to them because of past affiliations in other denominational churches. I can tell you that the Bible has what's referred to as primary issues and what's called secondary issues; that is things that are simply not worth arguing over. An example of a primary issue, that is a truth we believe and will not waver from is Jesus Christ is Lord and savior. He is the only way for salvation in going to heaven. John 3:16 says so and there's no getting around it however a secondary issue might be how a church preforms a baptism. As you know our church believes in baptism by submersion yet other churches sprinkle water while going through the process of preforming the baptism. Whether or not a person is submerged or has water sprinkled doesn't matter to the baptism but there are those that have a thought as to how a baptism is done. My mom believes that baptism for example is only done in "living water", that is at a river, steam or lake where there's fish, crawdads and other water creatures; again it's not something I'd argue with her or anyone about because it's the baptism that's important not the location or the amount of water we have on us.

Some "Christians" go for the "cultural" thing. The mental question going through their minds is, "Are these my kind of people?" and this could encompass a variety of definitions from race to ethnic backgrounds, it could even be a theological definition but one things for certain it comes down to we tend to settle in places with people we can relate to. 
 

People will look at a churches "mission" statement; they want to know if the programs the church offers reflect it's mission statement. Others will want to know what the churches "vision" is. In other words does the church know where it's going and what it wants to do? People that look at these two questions tend to be people who want to get "plugged in" so that they can help get the church to where it wants to be.

Families tend to ask questions like, "What programs does this church have to offer my children? Keep in mind the term "programs" has a variety of meanings to parents as we'd like to think they want their children to learn about the Bible, God, Christ, salvation and how to evangelize by spreading the "Good News" but more often than not, we're seeing less teaching about what it means to be a "Christian" in favor of skateboard parks on the church property, various team sports like soccer, bowling, baseball, and basketball programs where their child can entertain him or herself. Is there a "daycare" where I can drop my little one off and get rid of them for awhile? Oh I hope so.

Some Christians will look at the leadership "style" as churches have various structures of leadership. Some are ruled by the congregation, some are governed by elected governing boards or appointed boards while others are led by one person. Our church for example has an elected governing board.

Agenda driven people that walk through the doors look for a church with opportunities. This can be a good thing or a bad thing as some people look for a church where they can use their gifts, talents, resources and contribute to the growth of the church body while some unfortunately look for ways to exploit the church body for profit and personal gain.  


People will pick a church to attend because of "reputation". Think about it, how many churches out there have celebrities that attend and does that contribute to the churches growth? Of course it does!!! But think of this, does the church have a positive or a negative reputation and if so, why? Or does anyone know the church exists in the community? I'd hope so however with the amount of churches closing the doors people may only know that there's a building with a cross outside down the road and nothing more because the church is spiritually dead. 

Here's one to think about, what's the leadership of the church like? Does the leadership reflect the values "I" think they should have? It's a question that I hope we're on the same page with as people can get lost in tripe from time to time however I would hope that people are looking for church leaderships that they can respect, trust, follow and relate to as fellow Christians.

Now we come to things we control, what's a visitor's "first" impression of the church? Were the people genuinely friendly or did it seem like a show with assigned people looking out for the "newbie"? Granted first impressions can be misleading as circumstances come into play when key people are absent or the church body has a distraction of one form or another however we need to remember that first impressions count as Christ wants His children to have genuine "love" for our neighbor.


People know who you are by what your priorities are and churches are no different. Churches have a mission, it's people reflect that mission or they don't. Are we instituting programs in the church that spurs growth in the Kingdom of God or are they haphazardly done in a manner that leads to confusion within the church? God calls for us to be consistent in our walk with Him. We recognize we're not perfect however we pray to get better in our walk, we seek His guidance in all manner of things and we commit ourselves to being a "living testimony" in everything we do and say. Remember, church is NOT the building it's the body of believers who worship in the building. Don't get distracted by worldly things and make those things your priority. As a body of believers we should have at least four priorities, our first two priorities should be evident:
1. “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.
2. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:36-40 NIV)
3. And the good news must first be proclaimed to all nations. So when they arrest you and hand you over, don’t worry beforehand what you will say. On the contrary, whatever is given to you in that hour — say it. For it isn’t you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. (Mark 13:10, 11 HCSB)
4. Live righteously. "The one who lives righteously and speaks rightly, who refuses gain from extortion, whose hand never takes a bribe, who stops his ears from listening to murderous plots and shuts his eyes to avoid endorsing evil — he will dwell on the heights; his refuge will be the rocky fortresses, his food provided, his water assured." (Isaiah 33:15, 16 HCSB)

I can tell you that people choose churches for reasons other than doctrine or serving. Keep in mind we'll get to the "right" church soon however have you ever wondered "why" some go to the mega churches? Here's a thought, they may be "In and Out" worshipers. They may "feel" obligated for some reason to go to church however they want to remain anonymous so they don't have to be "bothered" by all the "hype" with that "Christian thing." We need to keep these people in our prayers as they made it through "a door" in going to "a church" however God calls us to "fellowship" with one another. Being a Christian is NOT a solo act, we're a body of believers for a reason.

"If we say, “We have fellowship with Him,” yet we walk in darkness, we are lying and are not practicing the truth. But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin." (1 John 1:6, 7 HCSB)

Jesus said, "For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there among them.” (Matthew 18:20 HCSB)

"And let us consider and give attentive, continuous care to watching over one another, studying how we may stir up (stimulate and incite) to love and helpful deeds and noble activities, Not forsaking or neglecting to assemble together [as believers], as is the habit of some people, but admonishing (warning, urging, and encouraging) one another, and all the more faithfully as you see the day approaching." (Hebrews 10:24, 25 AMP)

Some people want to be part of a church they're familiar with which is not a bad thing. Churches generally have a history or an affiliation of some kind. Our church is part of the Christian and Missionary Alliance for example. There's a rich history in the Christian and Missionary Alliance churches. Many of the CMA churches are not large in number as "church planting" is something the CMA does to get more people saved for Christ. It's not unusual for a CMA church to have it's location in a school or other facility as it's not about the building per se, it's about winning souls for Christ. It's a good thing to check out a churches history to know what they believe in as they're "Statement of Faith" doesn't stray from the organization generally speaking.

Churches ARE FAMILY. What do I mean by that? Well certainly there are many families in a church body however the body should be one family with room for more. When I came to this church, I was alone with a makeshift family of sorts, which had fallen apart because it wasn't based on much more than kindred spirits or friendships where people often grow close for a time then drift away as time goes on and interests change. I had a motorcycle where I rode alone for the most part however I decided to take on some pets and wanted them with me so my bike became a thing of the past in favor of a truck with a shell so I could take my dogs camping with me. Dogs are great pets as they behave like God calls humans to behave; with unconditional love. Pet owners learn very quickly that unconditional love has responsibilities as a good dog owner will care for their pet as a parent does a child; the bond can be unyielding and rock solid. God calls for us to have that same relationship with Him and through Him we grow into that loving, firm relationship with one another. This is why the next part of our church is important.

What's going on after our worship service is over on Wednesday nights or Sundays afternoon? The church bulletin has a picture of how well we mingle with one another. The more announcements the better as it allows for family to gather together and don't forget about those impromptu announcements when the pastor says, "Is there anything I missed?" Don't be afraid to invite people over for lunch or announce you're doing something and wouldn't mind some company; family associates with one another, it's our way of life and being a Christian family should be inclusive with each other when we can do it.

Membership is important but no one should ever feel pressured to "join the church". It should be something someone wants to do because it's like a marriage in some respects; you've dated long enough to know you want to be part of that person's life in an official capacity so you marry. In the church membership says I want to be officially part of this church and take ownership with it's goals too.

When people look for a church there's a "granted" in the search; no church is perfect so people tend to look for the best fit for them. Now let's look at what we just discussed for the most part; people look for a church based on their own desires, not necessarily for the word of God, for spiritual growth or to advance God's kingdom by plugging in and doing His will. Here's how we know people are for the most part self serving in their search and not God serving or wanting to learn about Christ's plan for their salvation.

Worldly Christians base their church seeking on the following criteria:
• Impressive Musical Performance
• Attractive People for Dating
· Programs Specific to the individual's or family's Life (singles, children, etc.) 
· Entertaining Preacher
• Service Time/Location Convenience
• Size of the church(big or small)

This represents the majority of "church goers" as many walk out the doors after a service and can't tell you what the message was about. They go for personal entertainment and hook ups of one kind or another. These "Sunday Christians" tend to hit the mega churches because all the "bells and whistles" are there and not at those smaller churches that struggle around the country; after all they more than likely will ask you to get involved with something and that's just not going to happen. It's important to note that there are "walk-ins" who just randomly pick a church for one reason or another because they're curious about "church". Praise God for these people as we have to be ready to minister to them when they're in our churches.

If you really want to know a church goer listen to the reason(s) they leave a church and then in some cases, ask yourself were they ever saved or do they have some sort of mental illusion they're fixated with that makes them believe they're saved when they're not.

Most of these reasons have to do with "PRIDE" and nothing more so let's run through the list and think about some things.
      • There's a conflict with someone.
I wish there was a manual for this problem: OH YEAH THERE IS, IT'S CALLED THE BIBLE. Something to think about here, if you consider yourself "SAVED" and that person you are "no longer associating with" considers themselves "SAVED", how do you think you're going to Heaven if you refuse to be part of His family on earth? 
"The one who says he is in the light but hates his brother is in the darkness until now. The one who loves his brother remains in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and doesn’t know where he’s going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes." (1 John 2:9-11 HCSB)
Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him. (1 John 3:15 NIV)
Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. (1 John 4:20 NIV)
But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has blinded them. (1 John 2:11 NIV)
      • The person gets confronted about a sin from someone.
Really??? This is a reason? Oh please, let's go to that manual called the Bible again shall we?
"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23 HCSB) 
"Notice it doesn't say, "With the exception of so and so."
"Jesus responded, “I assure you: Everyone who commits sin is a slave of sin." (John 8:34 HCSB)
Does anyone want to be a SLAVE to a sin or would it be better to put the pride aside and get help so that a particular sin doesn't ruin the person's life physically or spiritually?
The Bible says: “If your brother sins against you, go and rebuke him in private. If he listens to you, you have won your brother. But if he won’t listen, take one or two more with you, so that by the testimony of two or three witnesses every fact may be established. If he pays no attention to them, tell the church. But if he doesn’t pay attention even to the church, let him be like an unbeliever and a tax collector to you." (Matthew 18:15-17 HCSB)
It means put the pride aside and listen to what this person has to say as it's done in love for the most part. Remember God loves humble people.
· The church member gets tired of serving with their gifts (“burnout”).
I wish I could say this is a "non" issue however this gets to be a real problem when it comes to those that are involved in church ministries. In small churches such as ours it's not unusual to see that only a handful of people do the vast majority of the work in and around the church. People need a vacation to get reenergized and typically no one "steps up to the plate" for that relief. It gets frustrating and people quit from the apathy they encounter when they get stressed out about it. There is a way to get the relief however it takes time allowance to pray, get into Biblical reading and fast about what's going on; seek the peace that only Christ can give by taking time out when you need to. Too often we forget the simple things that can energize us back into shape. 
The Bible says, "Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, I pursue as my goal the prize promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 3:13, 14 HCSB)
· Don’t like the way the church is doing: service, mission, and/or community etc.
This is a personal pet peeve with me as I've found that most complainers love to complain but never get involved in the church service, missions, or community outreaches BUT ... they're quitting because THEY DON'T LIKE whatever it is they won't help out in correcting or trying something different with.
“Write to the angel of the church in Laodicea: “The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Originator of God’s creation says: I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were cold or hot. So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out of My mouth. (Revelation 3:14-16 HCSB)
God calls for us to be involved in His Glory and that means everyone so rather than complain; get involved in your church; don't be afraid to help out as those of us that do the work will welcome the help and if your ideas have merit, we'll use them.
· Cannot submit to the church leadership.
I've seen my share of people leave because of this one single issue; again PRIDE is the issue here as Christians tend to forget the elders have a lot on their plate and have their congregations best interests at heart when they're trying to direct them in an issue.
The Bible says, "The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching." (1 Timothy 5:17 NIV)
"Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you."  (Hebrews 13:17 NIV)

The pastor of a church is the senior elder while the other elders act as his advisors and give relief by tending the flock of believers with him. It's noted that in some cases elders have been corrupt however the Bible says to "test the spirits" in all cases. 
"Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world." 
(1 John 4:1 NIV)
· This is a sad but joyous occasion when this happens, a brother or sister in Christ gets a new job in a different location and has to move. 
· In these cases we rejoice, lay hands on them and bless them as they go on their new journey.
· In many cases break ups with a boyfriend or girlfriend in the church has it's own drama attached to it.
· With young people I counsel them to understand the "FIRST" rule of dating: IT'S NOT GOING TO LAST. Usually with break ups one or both leave the church because they have an ego; pride enters the picture and one or both forget they're in a church family that loves the both of them; people sometimes have to go their own way for a variety of reasons and dating is simply to satisfy an interest in seeing if you like one another, it's not an ownership nor is it a marriage so the idea is to get over it and be friends. I tell young people this because taking the dating to "the next level" is NOT SEX, it's marriage. If we're living in God's love, break ups can happen in a loving and caring fashion, it just requires sensitivity with a firm understanding that it's a break up, not a trial separation.

It's important to understand that we all serve God and our focus should always be in what God wants from us. Our method of picking a church should be based on Biblically based ministry. If we're saved, look for ways to get plugged into ways to bring people to Christ. If you're not saved, look for answers and make sure those answers are not taken out of context and are in the Bible. People who are what I call "unsaved Christians" live on illusions of their salvation based on pride. 

God loves the humble. Often times you'll hear someone say, "I've prayed about it and God wants me to go somewhere else." This is more of the the cop out statement that God was never involved in. God never has someone leave a church where there's work to be done. We just have to be willing to do it.
God bless
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